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We asked Mr. Chris Strahl who
teaches “English Communication
Class” on how to improve English
speaking skill.

[Question1] How can we improve
English skills without going to
English language school?
[Answer1] For example, listening
to English everyday by watching
your favorite movies or listening to
music and then repeating some
phrases a few times is helpful. It takes time to follow a
foreign language and you need to make an effort to
pronounce properly. Never giving up and action is
important, but the basis is communication with people
from English-speaking countries. There is a phrase,
“Sukoshi kangae sasete kudasai” in Japanese. There is
no applicable term in English. It also important to give
clear-cut yes or no answers as well to articulate your
opinions and arguments when communicating with
English-speaking people.

[Question2] What are important things when you listen
to English speakers? Are there any tips to pronounce
words correctly?

[ Answer2] When you listen to anybody speaking, |
think you need to listen very carefully. Japanese people
learning English have to listen especially carefully since
there are many more vowel sounds in English than in
Japanese. Short but important words like, were/where,
you/your or he/she are hard to catch in conversation
and hard to pronounce sometimes. Sometimes people
miss the "what", "where", "who" or "do", "does", "did" at
the beginning of a question and can't answer properly.
So it's important to really listen carefully right from the
time a person starts speaking.

The many extra vowel sounds in English makes the
pronunciation tough too. Japanese have to move their
mouths differently than when speaking Japanese so it
takes a real effort to master English pronunciation.

It really helps to repeat the same phrase several times
or even singing English songs at karaoke!
| hope this info is helpful!
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